CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
COURSE CHANGES FORM
Present your course changes to the Curriculum Committee by the last meeting of December, for the changes to be included in next year’s catalogue.  Email the completed form to the Curriculum Committee chairperson at least one week prior to the Curriculum Committee meeting.  Also, bring a signed copy to the meeting, since the signatures are required in advance of presenting your course changes.  See the explanatory notes at the end, if needed.  Attach your course outline to the end of this form.
	1.
Course Presenter:
	Jennifer Bown

	2.
Course Department and Division:
	Department:  Science
Division: Science 

	3.
Course name, number, and title:
	Natural History of the Southwest Deserts, BI 165D

	4. Description of course change:
	Addition of a lab to the currently taught course

	5. Reason for course change:

	To serve CCC students better by providing a transferable AAOT lab science course and to compensate students for additional work/time currently being invested in the course.  

This is a field-based course that examines the geology and ecosystems of different Southwestern deserts in the United States.  The purpose of the course is to expose students to various desert ecosystems and to examine, first-hand, the biology, geology, and botany of these regions as well as the impact of humans on these systems.  The course travels through the Basin and Range province of Oregon, Nevada and California, ending in Death Valley California where the majority of the time is spent.  The length of the course is 9 days and during this time the students are actively engaged (on average of 12 hours a day) in giving/listening to presentations, identifying plants, rocks, birds, animals and insects and discussing the relationships and interactions in the ecosystem between the biology, botany and geology.  Often, the curriculum will continue after dinner in astronomy lessons, scorpion hunting and more plant identification.  This is an immersion course and the time spent by student and instructors on the curriculum far exceeds the hours required for a four credit lab science course.  

	6. Curriculum Impact:
	Currently this is a 3 credit course which meets for 12 days in a field environment.  Students are currently doing the work required for a laboratory science and no major curriculum changes are anticipated for this course.  

	7. Internal Impact:
	The impact this change would have on CCC is anticipated to be as follows.  
· The course is currently taught during spring break and often enrolls approximately 20-25 students. Enrollment is not expected to change and it isn't expected to affect other courses as none are taught at this time
· Currently the students and instructor spend many more hours than required for a three credit course.  The addition of a lab credit will give students and faculty credit for this additional time. 
· As this is a field based course and already uses CCC's vans for transportation there would be no new transportation costs.
· The addition of the extra credit to the course will increase the cost to the student by one credit hour $60.00 {tuition: $56.00 + general fee: $4.00}).

	8. External Impact:  
	Currently, this course is a transferable science elective.  The addition of this lab would make this course a transferable lab science.  

All colleges in the Oregon University System teach field-based science courses in order to give their students hands on experience.  Most of the courses are specific to a particular subject such biology, botany, ecology or geology.  These courses are designed to teach basic scientific methods and observation skills.
This course at Clackamas Community College is different in that we combine these major topics in order to bring a greater understanding to the students who are studying this unique desert ecosystem.  One benefit to this approach is that the integration of these subjects shows students how inter-related the sciences are when discussing the health of an ecosystem.  Additionally, the mingling of students with different science backgrounds give each an appreciation of sciences they may have not yet been exposed to.  This integrated approach will help students when they transfer to a university environment in that they will have some exposure to several different sciences.
The curriculum and activities in this course stress observation, creating legible records of observations, making connections between subjects, problem solving and working in a group environment.  All these activities are important in the development of the scientific method.  This course also allows students to apply what they have learned in previous classes and field lectures for a better understanding of the subject and science.
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